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English 10

Research Paper Rubric
	Category
	4 (10 points)
	3 (8 points)
	2 (6 points)
	1 (0 points)

	Thesis statement
	Thesis statement identifies the subject and a specific feature.

Thesis statement clearly identifies the main idea of the paper. 
	Thesis is missing information.

Thesis statement identifies the main idea of the paper.

	Thesis statement does not clearly identify the main idea of the paper.
	Thesis statement is not present.

	Content 
	Student addresses all required information throughout the paper.
	Student addresses most of the required information throughout the paper.
	Student addresses some of the required information throughout the paper.
	Student does not address the required information throughout the paper.

	Conclusion 
	Conclusion brings the paper to an interesting close.
Students sum up the paper and do not add any new information.
	Conclusion is present, but not especially interesting.
New information has been presented in the summary.
	Conclusion is not interesting.
	Conclusion is not present.

	In-text citation
	Citations are contained within the text citing everything that is not the students own words or ideas, using the correct format. (author)
	Citations are contained within the text but not using the correct format (author).

Only a few citations are present. 
	Citations are contained within the text but the correct format (author) is not used.  
Very few citations are present.
	Citations are not contained in the text.

	Work cited
	Includes 3 different sources.
Sources are listed correctly. 
	Includes 2 sources.
Source listings are missing information.
	Includes only 1 source.
Source listings are missing information.
	Does not list sources.

	MLA format
	Paper follows MLA format completely including, header, name, title, font, and spacing.
	Paper follows MLA format except 1 or 2 errors exist.
	Paper follows MLA format except 3 or 4 errors exist.
	Does not follow MLA format

	Conventions
	Paper has very few errors.
Errors do not interfere with the understanding of the paper.

Banned words are not used.
	Paper has some errors.
Errors do not interfere with the understanding of the paper.

Some banned words are used.
	Paper has many errors.

Errors interfere with the understanding of the paper.

Many banned words are used.
	Paper has so many errors it interferes with the understanding of the paper.
Banned words are used excessively.










Total       _____/70

